THE DAY A FT MM DEATH.

Man may be defined as a perfected soul dwelling in a living
body.

This definition permits us to specify what it is that con-
stitutes death.

Death is the separation of the soul and the body. This
separation is effected when the body has ceased to be animated
by the life.

Plants and animals cannot live except under certain condi-
ditions : plants in the air or in the water, animals in the air,
fish in the water; and if they are deprived of these condi-
tions, they perish immediately. Again, there are existences
which require special conditions for their support within the
general ones.

Certain polypoid-worms can live only in carbonic acid, or
azotic gas; the germs of cryptogams produced by damp can
be developed only in aqueous infusions of vegetable matters ;
the fish which live in the sea, die in fresh, or only moderately
salt, water.

Every living being has then its special habitat. The soul
does not form an exception to this rule. The place, the
habitat of the soul is a living body. The soul disappears from
the body when this body ceases to live, just as a man forsakes
a house when that house has been destroyed by fire.

Such is the doctrine of the triple alliance of the body, the
soul, and the life, as formulated by the School of Montpellier,
and such, as a consequence of this doctrine, is the mechanism
of death.

It must be added that this triple alliance of tho body, the